RIGHT HONOURABLE GENTLEMEN
since his resignation Hoare saw fit to intervene from
a back bench,
His contribution was clearly intended to impress
with its statesmanlike breadth of vision. But it really
meant very little except at its peroration, which
many found too full of meaning. It was a pain-
fully lavish puff of Baldwin. There were the final
words . . . " Among the Prime Minister's followers
there will be none more willing to give him support
than a very old friend and colleague who has just had
the privilege of addressing the House this afternoon."
Why, someone asked, did he not say outright, "Please
make me Minister for Go-ordination of Defence"?
By this obtuse obviousness he destroyed any chance
he may have had of being hustled back so soon into
office. Neither he nor Winston Churchill was offered
the new job. Baldwin's choice fell upon the Attorney-
General, Sir Thomas Inskip.
But Hoare's sad divorce from office ended in June.
Lord Monsell, the former Chief Whip in the House
of Commons, smilingly resigned from the Admiralty
and Hoare stepped into his boots as First Lord.
During his term Naval rearmament went ahead. He
supervised with satisfaction the strengthening of the
arm which had in his judgment not been sufficiently
powerful at the height of the Italo-Ethiopian trouble.
By the end of the year Baldwin was leaning on the
advice of "his old friend and colleague" as Edward
VIII was presented with his dreadful dilemma. It
was probably sound advice as Hoare watched his old
confidant lift the nation over the morass with con-
summate power and skill.
Neville Chamberlain shares Baldwin's opinion of
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